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Putter, best. porind . ., .o 0ovvenan s
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CHIENEnE, PRIF. ..o viiviiaqaiioniee I8
DUORE MR o s iaraaaee -
A, Tradd, POUBR. e i
Fish, salt, pound, ..o TRpE gL I Y
Pish, smmndon tiver, pound T
MUK, ahéep, quart. . .. o f
Wael, all mrades, pound. .. .oorrrsirs 60
Lamb, nll grades, pound, ... ... 7.
Ham, nll grades, poond..... i 11
Park, fresl), pound. . T
Cabbars, Dest, head (1), . 00nvvnos (]
Lattuon, beat, heud €5 o oovvvrnns 19
Tuenipn, Inrge G0 civerivvassinisi LT
Aparagus, Bunth . ooiiiripress a8
Arttahokes, 1arge (81, sosvenrrinrns ’ i
Apples, large Q0. civcavesririines 1.1
Apples, stoall (00 s ivararvinvene 1.1
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Oywters, por 100 .ocoiiiarrinns :
Grapen, best, & poundn, i vvevevsnires LT
Olive oll, QURFE. . ciiveaaiiriinaeans 10
Wheat, bushal. . ... Feaavid'sqani e e
Nyw, Bushad. ., ooviccnviinrrrnnrns '
Bariey, BURS], ooiaiiiiirireainas 74.0

CONOMIC cunditions strikingly similar
1o (hose which oconfronted ths people
of the Roman Wmpire, with the heginning
of tha fourth century, are fiacing the peos
pla of he United Btates today,

 Mintory records tha fmot that the year
101 A. 15 found the enlira popllacs of

palitiéian and housekenpor,
pire during the reign of

the Taman Kmpire In 4 atute of agitation

of fopd-

of atarvation,

Divaletian,
aliown mare
any af his p
an adlct. set
ing were to
progaribing &
ho dlsposnd
re,

aver the phpracadentad high price
stuffd. Most of the real necamsitien for tha
sustenanse of life had risen ko hikh in
prive the poorsr olass was on Lhe verge

At tha peychologlenl
who,

woeinl retorme,
which varigus articles of foud wnd cloth-

mament Emparor
up to that tima, hied
dministrative abllity than
redacomsarn, by hid aweaping
with & Bold stroke. Issusd
ting n maximum price for
bo sold In the future, and

desth panalty for any one
of his warew At w higher

it (s kpown that tha puopie prosparsd
aftar the lssuanes of the edigt, and Dioglas
tikn saw that It was kept to the letter un-

til his death.
While food prices of that day are Ine
glgnifiant whan compnred with thoss of
ay, It miat be remmambered that the
unakilled workman recelved only about
elaven cents o day, Ingivding  his ' Bhard,
Of adirse, the wkl tedd miechanics, much As
brieliayars, oarpenters, stofs tiasons and
Dincksmiths reoelvad almakt twicoe that
amount, but with his small  wages (1]
for pur Ing wilh Al correspond.

ngly amall a8 may be mid to be to-
Aany.
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PRESENT-DAY SITUATION
Whether or not tha:Roman or the Amerl-
ean workingman eould buy inors of the
nommoditien of 11fa with the raturne for his
labar can be answared by drawing a com-
arlpon hetwann the AVOraKe Hving expanses

nourred by them.

A starting potpt: for suph an sutlimnte
s furnished by the report of the United
Btaten Comimissloner of Labor on “Tha Coat
of Living mnd Rotall Pricen of Pood.'" While
this report win publiiahed pavaril years ngo,
the conditipns throughout this country hisve
ghanged Lut little up to the presaut time.

i the firdt of thess documents, It In
pointed autl that the expenditure for rent,
fusl, food and other necesnition of lifs in
11,100 normal families In Amaerie,  whoss
ingomes rangs from $200 to §F1400 par Year,
in given. 1t showa that the average amount
apent T‘r your wan §011, of whioh §266, or &
liftle. lesn than one<half of the antlre In-

igh eoet of living Ix m subject which s
ag It did the

Emperor Diocletian,
the year opening the Fourth century

PRIOE DECEMHNER, 1010 A D,
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¥rosh mackarel, pound 1 |
Milk, sown, quart,. . 10
Heof tme riba, ponund 22
Manf, ke roant,  poand 1
Beal, rump  Kteak, pound.. ..o 1]
Paal,* airjoln, pound ¥ an-3s
Lamts, foreguatiers, pound "%
Lamb, leg, phund v an
Lamil, chope, pound + 40-26
Ham, whols hama, pound. | we 13
Mok, fresh. pound v s RE-DD
Cabbhage, haad, . ... .. - «» 108
Fatttios, head . F10
Turnipm W peok. .. ... YO T a1
ARpRragun, Duneh, vevsisansnsssnes [ 13
Artiohokem Rt coviirssranns 20
Applos, dogan In DX, , o opevee 1600
Apples, W peck T i 16
Wign. pound.,., a kR e 1%
Oyntars, per 100 Y «» 51,20
Chrapan, bakiat bs 20 |
e o, URIL. oo s ermenbbas L1

Whent, winter, 51,58
Myo. bushel '
Barley, bushal,

ll'r‘ll‘lK bushel $L18
' .4 « L3O
1,40

come, was umed In the purchase of food
Statistice for Wngland during the same
tima whow & somowhat Isrger relative
amoiint spent for food,  Almust one-third
of this sxpenditure for the normal Ameri-
gilny fiemily wins upant for meat and fish

If the mverige wags of tha TMomaty oar-
penter; twenty-nne eanta par day, In takan
A mn examnple wnd ene-fourth or one-third
for hin “Weep,’”" thoss af the samea Amerioan
workiman an $5.50 ta 3480, At 1s dlear that
the former received only a ninth or a Af.
teonth g much as the Intter, whils the
svorage prive of pork, beel, Jamb And han
I Foman days was about a fourth or n Afth
of tha nvaerags of the aains articles today.

SIMILATL CONDITIONN

of oourse, It nust be taken Into eon-
alderation that the Reman, while recelving
Jank volutively than the Amarican workmnan
today, nevar hid suoh obligations as iife
and fire Innuranoes pelleles, droas  reformu
and banafcinl or soclal organisation duss to
Consequently, what dight advantinge

PRy
Homan

the Amerioan workmnn lins over the
in ealative earning power s afMeet

It must olwg e remembered that
greator proportion of the Homan populage
rivlaed thalr own cattle and graln. making
it unneveasary for Lhem to purchuse sich
nrticlen they eould produce on thelr

entalen

Amupements were pald for by the politi-
clans of the time, while very often Inrge
qunntitien of delicnclen weére given away
by thews sama Indiy Munie, simply for the
purposs of galning favor mmong the paopls.

Taken #ll In all, the purghasing power of
ihe Moman maney win equal to that of the
prosent day, and the average hotsakieper
of Home avidently faced tha same prohlamas
that tha housewilfe of this country s today
wirugrling with

Bmperar  DMocletian’s  ediot, wspaciiying
1.r|‘-p“ for 700 different artioles, hus o direct
wikring on the pressnt-day discusalon, bhe-
piayie it contiving i dlatribe against the high
cost of living and records the hervlo at-
tempt which tha Roman Govearnment mide
to reduce It Flistory talls that Dioclatian
mades no hall-measurs atlempls Lo suppross
pombinations  In restraint of trade, but
boldly Axed the maximum prices at whioh
baaf, graln, spes, clothing wnd othar articlas
pould be sold, and proseribed the penally of
death for any ona who dinposed of his wares
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of the two Augpeti and two  (Cassnrs,
whinh Bzen the date o (he prociamation
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King Hammitrmbl tn the year 2600 f, e
sxtabilshed m ooda of punishmant to pravent
extortin and dlghonest buniness dealing on
the part of the shopkeepers. Ona of tha
tAhlate Fecorda (he fact that If any int-
Kteper shnuld charge ton mueh, oF use
wrang scales [n meamiring out the pra-
witibsd amount, ot made AN isgitimate
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